Incidence of cutaneous diphtheria in Bangladesh.
Corynebacterium diphtheriae (C. diphtheriae) was isolated from 23 (7%) skin ulcers out of 327 cases studied. Eight (33%) of the 23 positive cases belonged to the age group of 6 to 10 years. Of the 19 strains of C. diphtheriae typed, 18 (95%) were gravis and of which 14 (77%) were toxigenic. More than 90% of the C. diphtheriae positive ulcer cases had serum anti-toxin level at or above the protective level as against 49% of control. No diphtheria bacilli were isolated from throat of any of the skin positive cases. All the ulcers from which C. diphtheriae were isolated also harboured other definite wound pathogens. It is believed that the presence of toxigenic C. diphtheriae in skin wound might play an important role in the spread of faucial diphtheriae. It is evident from serum anti-toxin level that infected persons develop natural immunity.